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Ronald N Carr (1894-1967) 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ronald N Carr, MC, DL, JP (1894 - 1967), a grandson of the founder of 

Carr & Co. in Carlisle, was educated at Repton and the University of Cambridge. Following 

service with the Border Regiment in the First World War, being awarded the Military Cross 

in 1916 for gallantry during the Battle of the Somme, he became a director of Carr & Co., 

serving as chairman, 1937 - 59. Taking an active part in the political and social life of the 

district, he served as chairman of the Carlisle Conservative Association between the Wars 

and as chairman of the Committee of Management of Cumberland Infirmary. He was 

remembered as a lovable personality with a great sense of service to the community. Col. 

Carr acquired Newbiggin Hall in 1923 and it remained the home of himself and his second 

wife, Isobel, whom he married in 1941, until his death.  

Agnes Isobel Carr (1902-1999) 
Mrs Isobel Carr (1902 - 99) served as a Governor of the Edmond Castle Approved School at 

Hayton; worked for St John Ambulance; and was a committed member of Carlisle 

Cathedral's congregation; she spent the fourteen years after 1953 nursing her husband, who 

had suffered a stroke. After Col. Carr's death, Mrs Carr moved to Edenhall and then to Great 

Salkeld. 
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Stanley Thompson Park (1918-1947) 
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Follett Waldrond Pennell (1804-1876) 

 
Follett was born in 1804, the son of William Pennell, His Majesty's Consul General at Rio de 

Janeiro. He joined HMS Impregnable as a midshipman at the age of 14 moving from ship to 

ship stationed in the Mediterranean and West Indies, as he gained experience. He was 

promoted to Lieutenant when he joined the Pyramus in 1824. In 1826 he took command of 

HMS Fly on the East India station and in 1828 his commission as Captain was confirmed. He 

was paid off whilst with HMS Talbot in 1837 and this was the last time he was on active 

service on board ship. This is likely connected to his marriage to Catherine Anna M'Murdo a 

year later. Pennell did stay in the Navy though and the London Gazette lists his promotion to 

Vice Admiral on the 12th of September 1865. He died in 1876. 
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Honoria Clarke (1814-1882) 

Martha Clarke (1811-1898) 
 

Martha and Honoria Clarke were born at Warden, Northumberland, the daughters of the 

Revd Robert Clarke of Walwick Hall and Hexham House, Northumberland, who was Lecturer 

of Hexham Abbey Church, 1801 - 24. In 1841 the sisters moved home to Newbiggin Hall, 

then a property of the Dean and Chapter of Carlisle Cathedral. Honoria, who died, aged 68 

years, in 1882, is commemorated by a memorial plaque in Upperby Church.  

Martha Clarke, who died aged 87 years in 1898, was remembered as a benefactress of the 

parish of Upperby, contributing to the late 19th restoration of the parish church, donating 

an organ (which is still in use) in memory of her sister; in her will she left bequests to various 

Carlisle charities, also sums for the poor of Upperby and Wreay. 
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