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Spring is a time for new beginnings and with the successful completion of the
kitchen and toilet building alongside the Sarah Losh Heritage Centre we are at
the start of an exciting new chapter for the Friends. This facility extends the
potential use of the Centre which is now available for talks, meetings, services,
workshops, recitals, exhibitions and who knows what else. The wonderful Easter
art show proved that the Centre is a flexible space and christened the new
kitchen and toilet. My thanks go to all who helped to make the new building a
reality through grants, donations and hands on digging! You will find articles about
the service building, the art show and the tree planting in this edition of Pinecone.
So now we look forward, particularly to the Friends Open Day on Saturday 16th
September when our theme will be ‘Sarah and the fossils’. There are details of
the day on the centre pages. Our open days always provide an opportunity to
explore an aspect of St Mary’s and this year we will be looking at the fossil
carvings in some detail. The exploration of fossil remains was cutting edge science
in 1842 and it is extraordinary that Sarah Losh should have included them within
a religious building. It promises to be a fascinating day so do put the date in your
diary and I look forward to meeting up with you once again.
Recently I visited the National Trust property, Biddulph Grange in Staffordshire,
and was fascinated by the Geological Gallery there. The work of James Bateman
in 1862 reminded me so much of what Sarah was doing twenty years before. If
you are ever in that area I would encourage you to visit and I hope that my article
wets your appetite.
Finally, don’t forget, we are very happy to accept items for Pinecone or indeed
suggestions for future Friends Days - you can always use the enquiry form on
the website to get in touch.
Raymond Whittaker

THE SARAH LOSH CENTRE: Mike Jones
Kitchen and toilet facilities now completed! In the November Pinecone Raymond
Whittaker reported that we hoped to put in place the toilet and kitchen service
building in time for Easter 2017. Well. With a good deal of effort by a wide team
of people we managed to achieve our objective with a most satisfactory outcome.
Four years ago our plan was to have ‘facilities’ for use by visiting groups,
workshops etc on a planned basis but at that time a combination of cost and
the practicality of the separate building meant it was dropped from the second
and subsequent lottery bids. Fortunately when seeking planning permissions we
included it in our application as we felt it would be ‘phase 2’ of the scheme. With
prudent budgeting on the Heritage Centre and a high degree of flexibility from
the Heritage Lottery Fund we were able to bring forward the building and have
now completed the project.
Initially as the Heritage Centre work progressed we thought we might have
sufficient monies to put up the cedar building and equip it as and when funds
came to hand. We were very fortunate in obtaining a Carlisle City Council Access
Grant of £1000, a County Council Local Committee Members Grant of £1000
and the Twelve Men of Wreay gave a further £1000 donation. In addition we
had a very successful Paul Laidlaw valuation day raising £405 and a wonderful
art exhibition over Easter raising £430. Howdens Joinery kindly gave us the
kitchen units, sink and wall cupboard. We have been very much ‘hands on’ with
the drainage and foundation works thus saving valuable funds. The building was
used successfully for the art exhibition and now only requires topping off with
the sedum roof – which we hope to install by September. We are all delighted
with the outcome – particularly as we can now host workshops and visiting
parties. The building sits comfortably adjacent to the Heritage Centre visually
complementing the site.

EASTER ART SHOW
An art show was held in the Sarah Losh Heritage Centre over the Easter
weekend. All works by local artists were inspired by Sarah Losh and her buildings.
It was very well attended and proved that the Centre made a successful gallery.
£430 was raised from commission on sales, a raffle and donations.

FRIENDS’ OPEN DAY 2017

12.30-5.00pm Saturday 16th September, Wreay Village Hall & St Mary’s Church

FOSSILS
The Friends Open Day will explore the subject of the St Mary’s Church fossils.
will talk on
’. Chris obtained a BSc in Geology at Durham University before working in
the oil industry and at Sellafield. He is a Fellow of the Geological Society of London
and Membership Secretary of the Cumberland Geological Society. His talk will
encompass fossil folklore from the ancient Greeks to the 17th century, geology
during the times of John and Sarah Losh, the fossil carvings at St Mary’s and the
Losh legacy.
Chris will be bringing fossil examples with him and holding a ‘
so you are invited to bring in fossils for him to identify.

’ and

will be providing music. They are a group of musicians who
share their love of 15th-17th century music which they play on appropriate
renaissance instruments.
Saturday 16th September beginning at 12.30pm with lunch in Wreay Village Hall,
followed by music and talk in St Mary’s Church and concluding with tea and AGM
in the Village Hall.
Tickets £12.50 each (£15.00 on the door), including lunch & tea available from
Bookcase, 17-19 Castle Street, Carlisle or the Friends, Wreay Syke Fold, Wreay,
Carlisle CA4 0RL or phone 016974 73744 or 016974 73687 or complete the
enquiry form on the St Mary’s Church website www.stmaryswreay.org.uk.

TREE PLANTING: Raymond Whittaker

BIDDULPH GRANGE: Raymond Whittaker

On the first day of February a small group assembled at the Chapel of Rest armed
with forks and spades. Our remit was to plant twelve trees, hazels, rowan and
hollies, all native species, to fulfil a condition of the planning approval for the
Chapel’s new role as the Sarah Losh Heritage Centre. But it was much more
than an exercise to satisfy a planning requirement. Each tree has been sponsored
by an individual and most are dedicated to the memory of a loved one. These
trees are symbols of remembrance.

James Bateman (1811-97) was a landowner, horticulturalist and one of the
world’s leading collectors of orchids. In the 1840’s and 50’s he developed a virgin
site in the valley below Biddulph Moor in Staffordshire. Together with his wife,
Maria, and friend and fellow gardener, Edward Cooke, he built Biddulph Grange
and surrounded it with the most extraordinary and eccentric garden. The result
is a series of spectacularly picturesque gardens ranging from a Chinese ‘willow
pattern’ landscape to a damp Scottish glen. Bateman was an evangelical Christian
and his work reflects his belief in a ‘designing God’, a view that was prevalent in
early Victorian society, and which had been proposed by William Paley,
Archdeacon of Carlisle and close friend of the Losh family, in his book
published in 1802. The main thrust of Paley’s argument was that God's
design of the whole creation could be seen in the general happiness, or
well-being, that was evident in the physical and social order of things.

Perhaps they are also a memory of the Cemetery Wood that once surrounded
the Chapel. The plan on the Indenture of 4th May 1842 that records Sarah Losh
‘providing a suitable Cemetery or Burial Ground for the Chapelry’ clearly shows
the land surrounded by a substantial area of woodland. The photograph of the
Chapel in the book presented to Canon Hall on the occasion of his marriage in
1898 shows a building set amongst trees and not the freestanding building that
we see today standing out on the horizon. The plan that is an appendix to the
sale particulars for the auction of the Woodside Estate in July 1934 still shows
the same woodland unchanged. It was not until the breaking up of the estate
that the trees were uprooted and the land given over to arable fields.

Central to Bateman’s vision is the Geological Gallery opened to the public in
August 1862. It attempts to marry geology and theology at a time of
extraordinary developments in the new sciences and changing ideas on the
world. On visiting the gallery I was struck by the parallels that can be drawn with
Sarah Losh’s use of fossil images within St Mary’s Church twenty years earlier.

The Gallery was added as the entrance to the gardens for both guests and paying
visitors and was intended to educate and entertain. It was open twice a week
during Bateman’s time and in 1862 would have cost one shilling for adults and
half price for children, with profits donated to the Biddulph Old Friendly Society.
The north wall of the gallery displayed a series of rock strata with numbered
bays above holding a variety of striking fossils. Various geological maps and
diagrams were hung opposite below which were cases of minerals and
antiquities. The gallery’s unique layout, trying to reconcile known British geology
with the creation myth is best described in a contemporary report by Edward
Kemp, writing in The Gardener’s Chronicle in 1862.

The most important inspiration for Bateman’s Gallery was the Scottish geologist
and evangelist Hugh Miller who published
, proposing
that each biblical day in Genesis Chapter 1 was an epoch of time. Bateman
lectured on Miller’s work in 1857 shortly before building the Gallery. He wrote:

‘

The Gallery follows a linear format from Chaos to Day VI. In Day I creation of
the seas is illustrated by fossils of crustaceans including tribolites, whist Day II
probably held a large slab of fossilised seabed complete with fish. Day III had
various ferns and in Day IV there were footprints of early dinosaurs. Day V held
the most prestigious fossils in Bateman’s collection including two ichthyosaurs
(an early form of dolphin) and Day VI was dominated by a mammoth tusk.
Recently discovered descriptions confirm that the final, missing section of the
Gallery, that was demolished in the 1920’s when the adjoining hospital was built,
did not contain Day VII but merely two doors, one into the garden and another
into an orangery. In the biblical account the Seventh Day of creation represents
the day of rest for God. Hugh Miller believed that the final epoch was one in
which man stills lives and that it would end with the Christ’s Second Coming, an
event that he and Bateman believed to be fast approaching. After Day VI the
Gallery opens up into the gardens and so perhaps we are intended to read this
as entering the Garden of Eden where man, in the shape of Adam and Eve, reside.
The gardens at Biddulph certainly do create an idealised landscape.

