Susanna Blamire, ‘the Muse of Cumberland’ was born at Cardew Hall, near
Dalston in 1747. Her parents were William Blamire, a farmer who died in 1758
and Isabella Simpson who died in 1753. Left an orphan, she went to live with
her mother's sister Mary who farmed at Thackwood, Stockdalewath. They were
friends of the Losh family with Susanna’s niece, Jane Blamire, being particularly
close to Sarah. Susanna never married and suffered from a recurrent and severe
form of rheumatic heart disease, which killed her at the age of 47. She was buried
by her own request at Raughton Head.
Her poems, many in local dialect, were written for the entertainment of herself
and her friends with no thought of publication.
Following her death, two admirers of her work, Patrick Maxwell of Edinburgh
and Dr Henry Lonsdale of Carlisle, biographer of Sarah Losh, began collecting
her manuscripts in 1836. Patrick Maxwell, who edited the collection of Blamire's
poems published in 1842, claimed she was "unquestionably the best female writer
of her age".
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The 10th September 2016 is a date that will certainly stay with me as not only
was it the opening of the Sarah Losh Heritage Centre but my second grandchild,
Iris May Alice Whittaker, was born! I think that its safe to say that the Centre
had a longer gestation period than little Iris. We began talking about giving the
Chapel of Rest a new purpose in life back in 2012 and, as I said at the opening
ceremony, if I had known then that it was going to take 4 years and hours and
hours of work then I think that we may have never started on the journey. But
we did and I do hope that you agree with me that the new Centre has exceeded
expectation. You will find photographs of the Opening Day, when the sun shone
on us, at the centre of this newsletter.
But this is only the beginning of a new chapter and the article opposite looks at
the way ahead and what we can make of the new facility.
One aspect of the creation of the Centre was the research that went into the
. This is a unique book that sits on the altar within the
writing of
Chapel and looks in greater depth at a number of topics of local history. The
passage on Inglewood Forest has been reproduced in this newsletter along with
the wonderful photographs of Wreay Woods by Vivienne Crow. All the content
of
can be found on our revamped and much improved website
so is available even if you can’t make it to the Sarah Losh Heritage Centre.
Inside Pinecone 13 you will also find an article about the church of Our Lady and
St Wilfrid at Warwick Bridge. Contemporaneous with St Mary’s but radically
different, it was funded by Henry Howard, a close friend of the Loshes.
Finally there is a poem by the ‘Muse of Cumberland’, Susanna Blamire, who was
also a friend of the Losh family and lived nearby at Stockdalewath.
So please read on, enjoy, have a wonderful Christmas and see you in 2017!
Raymond Whittaker

The opening of the Sarah Losh Heritage Centre in September seemed like the
culmination of a lengthy process with the careful restoration and repair of the
Chapel of Rest and the installation of the interpretative panels. But in fact it is
merely a stage in the ongoing project that, as far as the Heritage Lottery Fund
is concerned, continues to July 2017 when the final grant monies can be applied
for, and as far as the Friends are concerned, lasts for many years to come.
The Centre is an added attraction for the growing number of visitors who are
coming to Wreay and hopefully they will leave better informed and inspired. But
more than that, the Centre is a new facility for the local and wider community
- a place for services, meetings and talks, a venue for recitals, exhibitions and
workshops. The building work is just the seed, we now need to promote the
facility to a wider community and wait to see what grows. Perhaps you know of
an art group or a photographic society or a university course that would benefit
from an inspirational visit to St Mary’s and the Chapel. Do let us know.
Of course, without a toilet or kitchen, the Centre is somewhat restricted in its
potential but not for long. We have all the necessary legal permissions to erect
a timber clad building within the grounds of the Chapel to house a single disabled
toilet and a small kitchen for making warm drinks. We have underspent on work
to the Chapel and HLF have taken the pragmatic view that the money saved can
be used for the building of the toilet/kitchen even though this was not within our
successful grant bid. This goes a long way to achieving the necessary funds but
there is still a short fall and, if you would like to give support or make a donation,
please contact Mike Jones at Wreay Syke Fold, Wreay,CA4 0RJ tel 016974 73744
or via the contact form on the website. It would be good to think that the service
building will be open by Easter next year in time for the ‘season’.

could and should be.

The first stage of an ambitious restoration programme has been completed at
the Church of Our Lady and St Wilfrid in Warwick Bridge. With funding from
the Heritage Lottery Fund, essential repairs to the fabric of the building have
been undertaken to preserve this unique surviving example of a small English
parish church designed by ‘God’s Architect’, Augustus Pugin.
A visit to the church highlights striking contrasts with St Mary’s. And yet they
have such similar stories - built at the same time by visionary architects to such
different effect.
Pugin's reputation as the foremost church architect of the time matured quite
suddenly in the spring of 1840 when he also assembled the team who would
help build his 'Revival of all the Crafts' (now referred to as the Gothic Revival).
It was at this point that he was commissioned by Mr. Henry Howard of Corby
Castle to build a new Catholic church in Warwick Bridge.
Pugin's ideas about Gothic building were at the same time architectural, social,
moral and religious. To his mind these were mutual and inseparable. He
contrasted the squalidness of the modern (to us Georgian) town of the
Industrial Revolution, with its pollution, problems, vices and diseases, with what
he saw as a more caring and interconnected social structure of the medieval
period. To him the Parish Church was not only a place of worship but the focus
for all manner of social activity. This was central to his vision of England, full of
associative resonance - 'the venerable yew trees, the old grey towers, the sweet
melancholy of chancels lit by stained glass, a fusion of the mystical and the
natural, a sacred Picturesque'. The Parish Church was the heart of this vision
and at Warwick Bridge he sought to provide a model of what the Parish Church

So please read on, enjoy, have a wonderful Christmas and see you in 2017!

The building, oriented with the Sanctuary to the East and a broad sunlit lawn to
the South for gatherings, is designed in a transitional style to imbue a sense of
the ancient and traditional as well as the more picturesque. Pugin made subtle
but significant architectural enrichments which would have been controversial
at a time when most churches were still simple, thin and box like.
Internally, the Sepulchre, the stepped row of Sedilia (markers of rank within the
clergy), the Rood Screen and the Pulpit with its secret access stair from the
Vestry, all add to the picturesque effect and the sense of ceremony and mystery.
The effect of the decoration was remarked upon in press coverage of the
Church’s opening and would have been shocking to more puritan tastes.
Sanctuary and Nave have spectacularly decorated ceilings, and the window
ingoes have been beautifully stencilled and painted. The Rood Screen separates
the body of the Church from the Sanctuary, and the effect is magnified by the
stunning stencilling, painting and gilding seen through the screen. The Church
also had its own organ, a unique and magnificent instrument, and rightly the
source of great pride from the outset.
This is one of the finest examples of Pugin’s Parish Churches and the design was
replicated across the British Empire as his influence spread.
Essential repairs to the fabric of the building began in July 2016. The bellcote,
roof and stonework have been superbly restored. Damp and decaying
plasterwork has been replaced and the future of the building has been secured.
Parishioners now aim to restore the decorative interior to its full glory whilst
developing new activities with schools, visitors and the local community.
Further information can be obtained from Ged Acton, Heritage Project
Assistant - gedacton@yahoo.co.uk / tel. 07936 135 834.

Inglewood Forest stretched from the walls of Carlisle to the town of Penrith
and included all that poorly drained area of land between the Rivers Eden and
Petteril and west to the Cumbrian Fells. From the reign of Henry I the forest
was reserved as a royal hunting ground. It was stocked with red deer, fallow
deer, wild boar and other beasts of chase. Edward the First visited Inglewood
in the eighth year of his reign. He hunted for four days, and on the first 'there
were killed four hundred harts and hinds'.
Inglewood was subject to forest law. No man was allowed to hunt or take game
or in any way abuse the forest. Except under licence, a man living within a forest
might not 'assart' (take new land into cultivation), or enclose land, or build,
hedge, ditch, drain, cut down trees or even collect firewood, except under the
eye of the forester. He could not hunt deer, wolf, boar or even the smaller
animals, or cut down a bush which might give food or shelter to a deer. Under
Henry I it was forbidden to have dogs or bows and arrows in the forest without
a warrant.
Rights were granted to graze pigs as at Mungrisdale or to feed cattle as at
Stockdalewath, (as the names indicate) but there was little settlement. In 1391,
after yet another great fire in Carlisle, Richard II gave 500 oak trees from the
forest to rebuild the city. Otherwise, the king took payment for forest
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privileges. The Bishop of Carlisle paid half a mark a year to graze his cattle in the
Wreay area: 'Ralph, bishop of Carlisle, has one vaccary in the wood at
Byrkskawe, situate by the water of the Peytrel, where his beasts have been kept
for three years back; they graze the land of Barroksleghtes, Ellerton,
Thowethueyt (Southwaite), Blakeberithueyt (Burthwaite) and Hescayth, to the
wasting of the herbage of half a mark per annum.'
Every June 11th, people from the forest with a grievance met at the Court
Thorn between High and Low Hesket to seek justice: 'a foristers-moot-court at
Hesket Thorne every St Barnabie’s day in the morning, where the chamberlin
of Carlisle is foreman of a jury there & the rest of the jury are made up of the
constables or turnmen of the 13 townships on the west & north parts of the
forest, & of the free parkers.'
There were disputes over forest rights. At one time the Scots who had settled
at Scotby were in conflict with Roger of Lancaster over their right to graze their
beasts at Wreay: 'Item, that Roger de Lancastre made a perambulation at
Peterelwra and Barrokmosse within the forest, and treats the land there as
preserved, though the men of Scotby had common there with all their beasts

balanced on his son's head from sixty paces.
Before 1540, the time when the Arloshes
would have come to Woodside, there were
few enclosures in the forest. The whole
area remained thinly settled and poorly
utilised until the enclosure acts of the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries,
when the fields were drained and the land
was farmed more productively.
The last 'gnarled and knotted' oak of
Inglewood Forest, on Wragmire Moss, 'fell
from sheer old age' on the 13th of June,
1823. In 1973, Cumberland County Council
preserved the 44 acres of Wreay Woods as
'one of the last remaining ancient woodlands
on the River Petteril'.
without hindrance time out of mind.' At another time a notorious poacher from
Wetheral was caught with his dogs in the forest at Wreay: 'Thomas, the brother
of Robert de Warthewyk, was poaching at Peytrelwra, accompanied by Adam
of the Cellar, who has been mentioned elsewhere, with three greyhounds. The
names of two of them are preserved, Kel and Arthurk; they were from the
priory. The third is said to be "unknown".'
Successive kings kept Inglewood Forest underdeveloped so that it served as a
'buffer zone' between the Scottish border and England. Carlisle was cut off
economically from the rest of the country.
The sparsely populated forest was a place of legend and romance. John de
Corbrig was a celebrated hermit who lived in the desolate area of Wragmire
by Andrew of
Moss. In the fifteenth-century
Wyntoun, Robin Hood belongs to Inglewood and not Sherwood Forest. Many
other poems from the same date have King Arthur hunting in Inglewood Forest.
In
the ghost of Guinevere's
mother rises from the waters of Tarn Wadling by High Hesket to warn her
daughter against committing adultery with Sir Gawain. In
a giant lives at nearby Castle Hewin. In another
medieval ballad, a band of forest outlaws, Adam Bell, William Cloudsley and
Clym of the Clough escape hanging in Carlisle, seek shelter in Inglewood Forest
and, eventually, secure a pardon from the king when William shoots an apple
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