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As I write, work is just starting at the Chapel of Rest - work that will repair and
refurbish this unique building and turn it into the Sarah Losh Heritage Centre. It
is extraordinary that a project that we have been considering for over four years
is actually going to become a reality. All permissions have been received, tenders
from the many, mostly local, contractors have been accepted and health and
safety matters have been considered. I anticipate that work on site will take
about 12 weeks, completing in mid July and then to be followed by the fit out of
the exhibition boards and lighting, building up to the official opening at the
Friends’ Open Day on Saturday 10th September.
The Open Day this year will be very special. Starting a little earlier at 12noon in
Wreay Village Hall we will enjoy the usual high standard of catering and also view
the premiere of a film made by students of Carlisle College of Jenny Uglow
looking around St Mary’s with Stephen Matthews. We will then move on to St
,
Mary’s where will will take up this year’s theme,
with our guest speaker, Angela Penrose from the St Piran’s Trust in Cornwall
and music provided by the Eden Brass Ensemble. Then, with flags flying and brass
band playing, we will walk to the Chapel for the official opening of the new centre
by Jenny Uglow, whom we are delighted to welcome back to Wreay. I hope to
see you all there.
The project is only possible thanks to the Heritage Lottery Fund but we are also
required to raise funds ourselves. Our treasurer, Mike Jones, gives you an update
on fundraising so far and the events that we are looking forward to.
During the course of research for the Centre a number of interesting documents
have come to life. One is an essay by Frank Fisher in 1913 about life as a young
boy on Park House Farm. It is delightful account giving a real insight into farming
life just before the 1st World War.
Raymond Whittaker

FUNDRAISING REPORT: Mike Jones
After four years of discussions, meetings and many hours completing Heritage
Lottery Grant Applications it is wonderful to be involved in fundraising with the
outcome very much in sight.
Going back to the Open Day in 2012 at the Chapel followed by the progress
meeting in the Plough Inn and then subsequent working party meetings everyone
in Wreay has shown tremendous support with between 20 and 50+ people
turning out at various times which, given the size of the village, is remarkable.
I said in my last update we are looking to raise £10,000. This is for the project
as outlined in the final grant application. It does not however, include a toilet and
small kitchen facility which, following lengthy debate and discussions, is now
viewed by the Committee and Friends in the various working groups, as essential
to the project. This facility will extend the use of the Sarah Losh Heritage Centre
beyond short term visits to lengthier workshops, concerts and services. Both
the City Council and Diocesan Board have approved the full scheme including
the kitchen/toilet unit.
We have been making steady progress with fund raising. To date we have
received £3,955 in donations and raised £426 from ‘events’ principally the Games
Night which made £305. St Mary’s PCC are contributing £3000. These monies,
together with accumulated funds from the Friends, means we are up to £10,500.
There are a number of fundraising events coming up and a chance to get involved.
will be giving a concert in St Mary’s on the 7th May at 7.30pm,
entitled
Tickets from 016974 73744 and 016974
73687, £9 or £10 on the door. Accompanied children free. Refreshments available.
on the 15th May at Lough Farm, Brisco. If you have anything for
sale please contact Richard Dixon on 016974 73544 to arrange collection.
Please no clothes and if possible can you price the objects with sticky labels.
, a dinner dance organised by Cynthia Clayton in Wreay
Village Hall on the 25th June, promises to be a fabulous evening. In fund raising
terms this will be our biggest money spinner, tickets are still available – but selling
fast – contact Cynthia on nycyn@btinternet.com or call 016974 73362.
Please watch the website for further events later in the year. If you would like
to give support and join in events or make a donation please contact me, Mike
Jones at Wreay Syke Fold, Wreay,CA4 0RJ tel 016974 73744.

PARK HOUSE FARM 1913: Frank Fisher
During the course of researching for the Sarah Losh Heritage centre, Adrian
Allan has spent many hours in the Carlisle Archive Centre discovering fascinating
papers that record past times in and around the village of Wreay. One such
document is an essay by Frank Fisher, written on 3rd December 1913 about
Park House Farm, Wreay. Frank, along with at least another 15 boys, was a
member of the Boys Association and they carried out a number of exercises
from essay writing to furniture making and carving. Each year they were
examined by judges who reported ‘
’.
Below is Frank’s essay which was carefully written in clear cursive writing with
few corrections and only a few spelling mistakes. It gives a fascinating insight into
farming life just before the 1st World War and whilst many practices have
changed over time his account of losing sheep in a flood sounds very familiar.

FRIENDS’ OPEN DAY 2016, Saturday 10th September,

Tickets £12.50 each (£15.00 on the door), including lunch & tea
available from Bookends, 56 Castle Street, Carlisle or
Friends, Wreay Syke Fold, Wreay, Carlisle CA4 0RL
or phone 016974 73744 or 016974 73687
or complete the enquiry form on the
St Mary’s Church website,
www.stmaryswreay.org.uk.

GRAND OPENING DAY : C

Wreay Village Hall, St Mary’s Church & Chapel of Rest
This year the Friends’ Open Day will also be the official opening of the new Sarah
Losh Heritage Centre set within the refurbished Chapel of Rest. The Chapel was
originally built in 1835 by Sarah Losh as a recreation of St Piran’s Oratory near
Perranporth, one of the earliest Christian chapels in England.
, Chair & Trustee of the St Piran’s Trust, will talk on the history and
recent archaeological investigation of the original St Piran’s Oratory in Cornwall.
will be providing music throughout the day.
, acclaimed author of
will officially open the Sarah Losh
Heritage Centre and we will see the premier of a short film of Jenny talking about St
Mary’s Church.

CORNWALL TO CUMBRIA

ST PIRAN: St Piran’s Trust
According to legend, St Piran was born in Ireland in the 6th century. He was
renowned for his miraculous deeds but a group of tribal kings grew afraid of his
powers and jealous of his influence. They put a millstone around his neck and
threw him off the top of a high cliff into the sea. As Piran fell, lightning and
thunder raged, but as he reached the sea the storm ceased and the Irish
watched St Piran float on the millstone towards the Cornish shore.
After many days at sea, he safely landed on the beach that bears his name today
– Perranporth. He built his chapel in what is today a large expanse of sand
dunes and it is said that his first converts were a fox, a badger and a boar. The
Cornish people flocked to see him as news of his teaching spread.
St Piran is a well-known saint and many places and churches bear his name
throughout Cornwall and Brittany. There was also a medieval chapel of St Piran
in Cardiff, Wales. Piran is the patron saint of tinners and one tale explains how
he discovered tin – although in truth, tinning had been carried out in Cornwall
for centuries beforehand.
St Piran also liked a drink and the local expression ‘as drunk as a Perraner’ has
survived down the ages. It is also reputed that he lived to the grand old age of
206.
St Piran’s flag is acknowledged as the national banner of Cornwall, with the
white cross on a black background said to signify the white tin coming out of the
black ore and the light of truth shining in the darkness, a reference to the early
Celtic Christianity Piran brought to Cornwall.
Each year a large number of events, which focus on Cornwall’s distinct culture

and identity, are held to celebrate St Piran’s Day. This includes the traditional
march across the sand dunes to St Piran’s Oratory and the later medieval church.
Whilst St Piran’s origins can not be known for certain, there is no doubt
concerning the cult which grew-up around him. The relics of the saint were
preserved and venerated for over 1,000 years. As early as 1331, the Dean and
Chapter of Exeter noted with some concern that Piran’s relics were being
paraded “
”.
Bequests to St Piran’s Church, as well as St Michael’s Mount and St Day, were
common in medieval wills – all three sites were popular destinations for
pilgrims. Indeed, the the growth in the pilgrim ‘trade’ no doubt accounts for the
continued structural development of St Piran’s Church through the 14th and
15th centuries.

Other relics of the saint included a silver scutella (saucer or bowl), his pastoral
staff covered with silver, gold and jewels, a silver cross, a copper bell, a cross of
St Piran made of bone and a shrine which held the body of the saint. Until the
Reformation, Exeter Cathedral held an arm bone of the saint, as did Waltham
Abbey.
Writing in the late sixteenth century, Cornish antiquarian Nicholas Roscarrock
records that the relics “
” and he recalls as a boy seeing such a procession during the
reign of Queen Mary (1553 – 1558).

The flag of St Piran, a white cross on a field of black, is first mentioned by
Cornish historian Davies Gilbert in 1838, where he describes it as
However, it is interesting
to note that sometime after Domesday the manor of St Piran was in the
. They are
possession of a Breton family which took the name
recorded as bearing arms “
” – a white cross (with
flared arms) on a black ground.

The Oratory is possibly an early Christian chapel with cemetery, located on
Penhale Sands about 2km to the east of Perranporth. It is a compact building
with a small nave and chancel, which may have been separated by a wooden
rood screen. A stone bench extends around much of the interior and there are
doorways to the south and east.
There are no specific pre-Reformation references to the Oratory. It was first
mentioned in 1540 by Leland. Other early references include William Camden
in 1586 and Dr William Borlase who visited the site in 1755.
Antiquarian interest grew and in 1835 the Oratory and a building to the south
with an associated midden were thoroughly excavated by William Mitchell. A
further excavation was undertaken in 1843 by William Haslam, the curate of
Perranporth. He rebuilt the altar and inserted a slab inscribed ‘Sanctus Piranus’.

After this, the Oratory filled with blown sand and railings were erected around
it in the 1890s. Pressure of sand on the walls was causing them to shift shape,
and an appeal was launched in 1905 to raise money to protect the building. In
1910, the Oratory was excavated again and a concrete ‘preserving structure’
constructed over it. During these works, a large number of burials were
uncovered, including the skeleton of a woman with a child in her arms near the
Oratory doorway, and a skull placed in a stone cist.

The site was a popular shrine throughout the twentieth century and members
of the local community ensured that the altar was regularly supplied with fresh
flowers. Unfortunately, increasing vandalism, the problems associated with
regular flooding and other costs prompted the local parish council to take the
decision to rebury the site with sand in 1980.
In 2000, the St Piran Trust was formed to raise funds for the re-excavation and
preservation of the Oratory. After many years of negotiation with the statutory
authorities, excavation began in February 2014 and was completed the following November.
There remains much work to do to fully conserve and understand the Oratory
and its wider landscape. The St Piran Trust is committed to ensuring the
long-term future of the Oratory and explaining its national significance.

